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BAPTISTS IN NEW GUINEA 


Australian Baptists went into the 
central highlands of New Guinea in 
1949—finding “The Land That Time 
Forgot.” Last year they formed the 
first Baptist church on the island 
with 47 newly-baptized believers. 

A thousand new converts, led 
(right) by Missionary Victor White 
and Troipu, the old man of the tribe, 
marched in “A Procession of Wit- 
nesses” before 9,000 spectators (be- 
low) prior to the initial baptismal 
service. 


Read the exciting story on Page 3. 





EVANGELISM AND MISSIONS 


An Editorial by THEoporE F. ADAMS 
President, the Baptist World Alliance 


Seer AND MISSIONS are far more than words to Baptists around the world. 
Rather, they voice a vital concern of Baptists in every nation and on every 
continent. 

Methods will vary. Plans and programs that work well in one land must some- 
times be adapted rather than adopted in others. Yet in every land there are hearts 
aglow with the fires of evangelism and a deep and moving concern for the world 
mission committed to us by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The command of the Master “Go ye and make disciples” is as relevant today as 
ever. With such marching orders “We cannot but speak the things we have seen 


and heard.” 


A GROWING CONCERN to win others to Christ is evident on every hand and un- 
doubtedly 1959 will be one of the finest evangelistic years in Baptist history. Bap- 
tists in North America are working together in a challenging Baptist Jubilee Advance 
program to culminate in 1964. The active program begins in 1959 and plans and 
preparations are already well under way. 

Reports from Europe indicate that Baptists in many countries will join in making 
1959 a great year of simultaneous evangelistic effort. The progress of the European 
Baptist Missionary Society is another indication of a growing concern to win the lost. 

Young people who gathered at the first Asian Baptist Youth Conference in Hong 
Kong last summer went back to their own lands to lead in evangelistic efforts. 
Pastors and missionaries and national leaders in many Asian countries are already 
sponsoring simultaneous evangelistic efforts and will join heartily in the plan to make 
1959 a notable year of evangelism. 

Baptists in South America and elsewhere also are indicating a deep interest in our 
hope and prayer for a simultaneous evangelistic effort throughout our Baptist world 
fellowship that will bring us to the next World Congress at Rio de Janeiro in Brazil 
with reports of thousands of souls saved and a far greater host of baptized believers 
than ever before in the history of the Baptist World Alliance. 


SOUL WINNING, HOWEVER, IS A PERSONAL MATTER. Men are saved one by one 
through a personal faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. To win others is a 
personal privilege and responsibility. If every Baptist in the world would win one 
by 1960 what a thrilling experience it would be for each and all of us and what a lift 
it would give Christian work around the world. 

Whom will you win to Christ this year? How many will you win? Let us be 
about our Father’s business that evangelism and missions may be not just words 
but deeds, bearing fruit for all eternity. 


SE OS A 
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Twentieth Century Baptists from Australia 


Have Taken the Christian Message to... 


THE LAND THAT TIME FORGOT 


A Story of Baptist Beginnings in New Guinea 


By Awan C. Prior, Editor 
The Australian Baptist 


f hbre land in which the Baptist fellow- 
ship has been established: most recently 
is the great island of New Guinea which 
lies just to the north of the continent of 
Australia in the South West Pacific area. 
Here, on July 22, 1956, the first Baptist 
church on the island was formed at the 
Baiyer River headquarters of the Aus- 
tralian Baptist Foreign Mission in New 
Guinea. 

The Baiyer River flows through the 
Baiyer Valley, one of the beautiful and 
luxuriant valleys in the Central Highlands, 
the long and lofty mountain range that 
runs like a backbone down the center 
of the island. 


Stone Age Culture 


While the coastal regions of this land 
have been known to Western civilization 
for centuries, the Central Highlands and 
the people living in these remote areas 
were opened to government administra- 
tion and to missionary enterprise only in 
the “thirties” of this century when the 
inhabitants of these valleys in the moun- 
tains were visited by white men for the 
first time. 

Living in the valleys of this vast moun- 
tain system, the peaks of which rise to 
heights of upwards of 16,000 feet, are 
many tribes of people whose Stone Age 
culture is fascinating to the anthropolo- 
gist and whose ignorance, sickness, super- 
stition and stark spiritual need are an 
irresistible challenge to the Christian mis- 
sionary. This has been called “The Land 
That Time Forgot.” Its tall proud war- 
riors stalk through the kunai grass, carry- 
ing stone axes and stone-tipped arrows 
and spears, attended by their timid, bur- 
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dened women, all living in a fear of evil 
spirits that dominates their existence. 

Australian Baptists started missionary 
work in this new field in 1949. Leadership 
was given by a group of chaplains in New 
South Wales who, having served there in 
war, now longed to aid in bringing the 
message of peace. The area selected for 
the beginning of operations was the Baiyer 
River district, the tribal territory of the 
Enga tribe. 

Missionary work was developed through 
evangelistic, educational, medical and in- 
dustrial activities. A hospital and medical 
posts, schools and church buildings were 
constructed as missionaries and resources 
became available. The Australian churches 
rallied to the challenge of this new field 
while continuing their support of existing 
fields in India and Pakistan. 

Mission stations were established in the 
Baiyer River area, at Lumis, at Sau Valley 
and Telefolmin—in the Australian section 
of New Guinea. In 1956 the establish- 
ment of two more stations—in Dutch New 
Guinea, in the famous Baliem Valley— 
was begun. Today Australian Baptists 
have a missionary staff of approximately 
40, including missionary wives, in the 
Island of New Guinea. 


Church Formed 


The firstfruits of the harvest have been 
reaped in the Baiyer River and Lumis 
areas. The first baptism service was held 
at Baiyer River on Sunday, June 24, 
1956. Two weeks later a second service 
took place at Lumis. The formation of 
the church was held on Sunday, July 22. 

The 47 converts who were immersed 
at the first service and the 41 who made 
similar confession two weeks later had 


Pace 3 





all been taught most carefully by the 
missionaries and screened with equal 
thoroughness by the leaders of the na- 
tive Christian group. They constituted 
a body of informed and sincere Chris- 
tians who knew the meaning of this de- 
liberate step out of animism into the 
Christian faith. A brief description of 
some of the events of this significant oc- 
casion will illustrate this. 


Hate Gives Way to Love 


On the Friday before the baptisms, 
people from the villages began to arrive 
on the mission compound. By nightfall 
there were approximately 5,000 of them 
camped there. As they streamed into the 
mission the women were seen to be carry- 
ing immense bags of food and the men to 
be bearing huge logs of firewood. The 
missionaries learned that the people from 
the nearer villages had brought extra 
provisions so that they might feed those 
who came from more distant locations. 
Yet, ten years ago these same people 
would have been lying in ambush to kill 
the people from other villages for whom 
they now brought provisions for hospital- 
ity. Why? In their own words their an- 
swer would have been something like 
this: “Before the Mission came we killed 
one another, but the missionaries have 
taught us the Jesus way which is better.” 

On Saturday, the converts held a serv- 
ice for confession of sin and for payment 
of debts. It was their own idea, and was 
suggested by the missionaries. Before 
a congregation of thousands, many of the 
converts acknowledged debts owed and 
paid them, or confessed that they had 
stolen before they became Christians and 
they made restitution. 


9,000 Witness Baptism 


The baptism service for the first 47 
converts began at 9 a.m. on Sunday, 
June 24. As the white-gowned converts 
marched in solemn silence to the bap- 
tismal pool the hillside overlooking the 
baptistry was black with a congregation 
numbering 9,000. Before the baptismal 
procession moved off, leaders of the peo- 
ple came to the missionaries with the 
request that others, who were not being 
baptized but who wished to proclaim to 
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Pi, who has become pastor of the 
first Baptist church in New Guinea, 
explains Biblical truth to old Troipu. 
More than 300 more converts are 
receiving instruction for baptism fol- 
lowing the first service when 47 were 
immersed. 


the assembled thousands of their tribes- 
men that they had become Christians, 
might be permitted to march in the proces- 


sion also. Permission was given, and 
when the missionaries had counted the 
people in the long procession they knew 


that not less than 1,000 converts had & 


proclaimed their faith in Christ by this 
act. Many of these converts have since 
then been baptised. 

The impressive and thrilling events of 
these chapters in the history of the church 
were recorded on color film and the story 
has been shown on the screen throughout 
Australia and also in many parts of the 
United States of America. A church has 
been born. The Eternal Christ has come 
to the Stone Age people of “The Land 
That Time Forgot”. 

Baptists of the world can now think of 
members of their fellowship in New 
Guinea where baptism services are con- 
tinuing and already the church member- 
ship is to be counted in hundreds. 
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NEWS OF THE BAPTIST WORLD 


Dr. Ohrn in Rio de Janeiro 


Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, general secretary 
of the Baptist World Alliance, left Wash- 
ington March 15 to spend ten days in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, conferring about 
arrangements for the tenth Baptist World 
Congress there in 1960. 

He had scheduled conferences with the 
Rev. Joao Soren, pastor of Rio’s First 
Baptist Church, Missionary Edgar Hal- 
lock, civic officials and others. 

The 1960 meeting will be the first Con- 
gress ever held by BWA in the Southern 
hemisphere. The date of “Mid-July 1960” 
is expected to be made more definite fol- 
lowing Dr. Ohrn’s visit and an April 23 
meeting of the BWA administrative com- 
mittee in Washington. 


World Youth Conference 
Plans Are Being Studied 


The program of the Fifth Baptist Youth 
World Conference in Toronto, Canada, in 
1958 will be the result of planning by 
youth leaders in many countries. 

Suggestions from youth groups around 
the world were to be discussed at a meet- 
ing of the administrative committee of the 
Baptist World Alliance Youth Commit- 
tee in Washington, March 27-28. 

Robert S. Denny, BWA youth secre- 
tary, said that program plans are not in 
any way finalized and other suggestions 
are welcomed—both for the program and 
for enlistment of the largest possible at- 
tendance. 

The Conference will be held on the 
University of Toronto campus, June 27- 
July 2, 1958. An attendance of 6,000 to 
8,000 is expected. Previous world youth 
conferences have been in Prague, Czecho- 
slovakia; Zurich, Switzerland; Stockholm, 
Sweden; and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

It is known that Japanese Baptist youth 
already are raising funds to send a delega- 
tion to the Toronto meeting. British 
Baptists have started similar planning. 
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Caravans, charter buses, and special trains 
are being planned by many American 
groups. 


“Martin Luther’ Ban Protested 


The decision of a Chicago television 
station to cancel a scheduled telecast of 
the motion picture “Martin Luther” last 
December allegedly because of Roman 
Catholic “pressure” has developed into a 
major American controversy, with Prot- 
estant groups even challenging the sta- 
tion’s right to operate a new and more 
powerful transmitter. 

In a letter to television officials, the 
Rev. Dr. Ralph M. Johnson, general di- 
rector of the Council on Missionary 
Cooperation of the American Baptist Con- 
vention, said in part, “Martin Luther was 
not produced by my denomination. Not 
every idea expressed would conform to 
Baptist beliefs. Nevertheless, I saw the 
film and was impressed by the authentic 
research that went into making it and 
the restraint with which the ideas were 
presented. It seems unfortunate that 
there should be any action to curtail the 
showing of the film through any form 
of religious intolerance.” 

Meanwhile, as other USA stations made 
plans to telecast the film, word came from 
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Brazil that the show, with Portuguese 
sub-titles, has had a very successful 
premiere at Sao Paulo, where it played 
to capacity crowds in six cinemas simul- 
taneously. Earlier censorship in Brazil 
was lifted a year ago. 

Government censorship has continued, 
however, in Canada’s Province of Quebec, 
the Philippines, Peru and Egypt, and 
efforts are still being made to get per- 
mission to show the film in Spain, Italy, 
Greece, Israel and various Latin American 
countries. The film has been subtitled 
in Spanish, Portuguese, French, Chinese, 
Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, Finnish and 
Dutch, and dubbed versions (speaking) 
have been issued in Spanish and German. 


Six Favorite Books 


Writing in The Baptist Times, London, 
Dr. Hugh Martin lists six books he re- 
gards as Classics in Devotional Life. They 
are Augustine’s “Confessions,” Law’s 
“Serious Call,” Wesley’s “Journal,” An- 
drews’ “Private Devotions,’ Lawrence’s 
“The Practice of the Presence of God,” 
and Rutherford’s “Letters.” Dr. Martin 
observes that he finds himself winnowing 
out the chaff of so many books and rely- 
ing upon a few tested volumes. “The 
Bible first,” he writes, “then these 
classics.” 


Baptist Progress Evaluated 


Europe 


A Spanish Sequence 


Among the first items to be written for 
this issue was the following: 

“A decree specifying that civil marriages 
will now be authorized for those who can 
prove that they do not profess the Catholic 
religion has been issued by Spain’s Gen- 
eral Franco. The reversal of policy has 
been noted with keen interest by Bap- 
tists and other evangelicals in Spain. It 
will alleviate a serious problem in evangel- 
ical Spanish life.” 

But before this paper could go to 
press, another dispatch came from Spain: 

“In the first application for a civil mar- 
riage to be filed since the Spanish govern- 
ment issued its new decree last October, 
a Baptist minister and his fiance have been 
refused a permit.” 

The state decree apparently meant very 
little to the Archbishop of Madrid-Alcala, 
whose pleasure it is to determine who shall 
and who shall not be married in his dio- 
cese. Ignoring the recent state action 
on the subject, the Archbishop referred 
back to the Concordat of 1953 between 
Spain and the Holy See which requires 
canonical validity for marriage. 


Prof. Gunnar Westin, president of the Baptist Union of Sweden and a member of the 
Baptist World Alliance executive committee, commented on the growth of Baptist work 
in the world in a recent article in the Swedish Baptist weekly, “Veckoposten”. He 


chserved: 


“We receive encouraging reports concerning our world fellowship. 
work is bearing fruit and is making great progress in many areas. 


Our missionary 


Faced with BWA 


Sunday, once more we should remember this fact and thank God: when the Alliance 
was organized in London in 1905, the number of Baptists in the world was only a third 


what it is today. 


“Besides the approximately 22-million reported as members proper, there is a con- 
tingent of family members without church membership and a fair-sized circle of friends. 
Not only do Baptists constitute the largest of Protestant bodies based on personal de- 


cisions, but its missionary efforts are in constant growth. 


power and blessing. 


In this is revealed God’s 


ee a en — ee ae ae ae a ee 


“There is also much within our ranks which gives cause for earnest soul-searching 
and penitance. This applies to unions and conventions, to churches and to individual 
members within them. The celebration of BWA Sunday should lead to a self-examination 
that could bring about greater personal exertions, to firmer and deeper fellowship in 
churches and unions, and to more willing sacrifice for work which is the Lord’s, and 
which must not stagnate but keep going.” 
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Dr. Cook Visits Baptists 
in Eastern Germany 


Dr. Henry Cook, European secretary of 
the Baptist World Alliance, was privileged 
recently to visit Baptist churches in the 
Eastern Zone of Germany. 

Crowded congregations came to hear 
him in every church, and at Dresden and 
Leipzig the churches featured two choirs 
and an orchestra. He spoke at four 
churches in East Berlin, and at Dresden, 
Leipzig, Eilenburg, Halle, Erfurt, Schmal- 
kalden, Munthausen, and Gotha. 

“Our churches are well-attended and 
supported,” he wrote in The Baptist Times 
of London. “There is in them a real 
spirit of prayer.” 


Czechoslovak Baptists Meet 


The Foreign Information department of 
the Ecumenical Council of Churches in 
Czechoslovakia, of which Dr. J. L. Hro- 
madka is chairman, publishes a news 
letter on “Protestant Churches in Czecho- 
slovakia”. 

Writing on Baptists in the December 
issue, the bulletin reported that “The 
Central Board of Elders of the Baptist 
Unity convened the annual conference of 
Baptist congregations in Prague, Novem- 
ber 23-26 (1956). The conference was 
preceded by a two-day course for pastors 
and lay workers in the church where re- 
ports were given by the Rev. Erlich of 
Ostrava, Prof. J. B. Jeschke of the Co- 
menius faculty, the Rev. V. Tomes of 
Prague, Prof. J. B. Soucek of the Co- 
menius faculty, and the Rev. S. Svec of 
Prague. 

The conference itself was opened on 
Friday, November 23, by the President of 
the Central Board of Elders, Rev. Vaclav 
Tomes. He read Luke 14:16-24, and 
centered his attention on “Come, for all 
things are now ready.” He said “That is 
the task of the church: to preach to this 
world that everything is ready for salva- 
tion. The church must not allow itself to 
be distracted from this task, must again 
call to Christ with new hope. We have 
gathered to talk about our work and to 
encourage one another.” 
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Discussions of the conference continued 
through Saturday, and included reports 
from the different congregations. The 
Rev. Tomes was re-elected president, the 
Rev. Pavel Kondac of Bratislava, vice- 
president, and the Rev. Svec, secre- 
tary. Other members of the Central Board 
of Elders are the Rev. Rudolf Petr of 
Lovosice, the Rev. Vaclav Cermak of 
Lucenec, Vilem Dyba of Ostrava, and Emil 
Kral of Bratislava. 

“After the discussions,” the bulletin re- 
ports, “the participants assembled again 
in order once more to reflect on our 
poverty and the great grace of God which 
was given us in Jesus Christ.” 


Polish Publication 


Polish Baptists planned to begin in 
January the re-publication of a monthly 
periodical, Slowo Prawdy (The Word of 
Truth). The High Council of Polish Bap- 
tists voted the new publication effort at 
its October meeting and named the Rev. 
Zdzislaw Pawlik, pastor at Lodz, as editor. 


Spanish Churches Self-Supporting 


Three Spanish Baptist churches became 
self-supporting during the last half of 
1956, according to reports received by Dr. 
George W. Sadler of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board (USA). “The 
little Second Baptist Church in Madrid, 
which has been closed for two and a half 
years, ranks second in per capita giving 
with reference to all our Baptist work in 
Spain,” Dr. Sadler said. 


“Every Nation Represented” 


Joel Sorenson, former youth secretary 
of the Baptist World Alliance and now 
youth committee chairman of the Euro- 
pean Baptist Federation, B.W.A. has 
written from Stockholm to all leaders of 
national Baptist youth groups in Europe 
about the Fifth Baptist World Youth 
Conference in Toronto in 1958. 

“Now I urge your country,” he pleaded, 
“to try to find ways to finance at least one 
delegate to the Conference. Your con- 
tacts in the USA and your own country 
could help you in this respect. Let this 
be our goal: every nation of Europe rep- 
resented!” 
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Help for Bruxelles Baptists 


In the important Roman Catholic city of 
Bruxelles, Belgium, there is a tiny Bap- 
tist church, too weak to secure a place to 
meet or to support a pastor. 


Introducing 
the Executive 
Committee: 


John B. 
Middlebrook 


The Rev. John B. Middlebrook, M.A., 
London, England, was elected a member 
of the Executive Committee of the Baptist 
World Alliance for the first time at the 
Copenhagen Congress in 1947. He was 
trained for the ministry at Rawdon Col- 
lege, Leeds, and Mansfield College, Ox- 
ford. His studies were interrupted by 
World War I (1914-18), during which he 
volunteered for service with the armed 
forces. A competent officer, he was 
severely wounded and lost an arm. 

For 21 years he was pastor of the New 
North Road Church, Huddersfield, where 
he became known for his social work 
particularly among distressed unemployed 
(in the thirties), as a civic leader, and, 
not the least, as an eloquent preacher. 
Since 1942 he has been General Home 
Secretary of the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety. He has visited the Scandinavian 
countries several times, and is well known 
to his fellow Baptists there. He has 
traveled extensively in India and Pakistan 
and has twice visited Ceylon. He is one 
of the leading personalities among British 
Baptists. 

Mr. Middlebrook has attended the last 
five Baptist World Congresses. Twice he 
has spoken at plenary sessions at these 
congresses: in Atlanta, 1939, on “The 
Fullness of Christ,” and in London, 1955, 
on “The Command of Christ.” In Cleve- 
land, 1950, he spoke on “The Missionary 
Motive” at a sectional meeting for mis- 
sionaries and board officials. 
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The Executive Committee of the Euro. 
pean Baptist Federation resolved to 
“adopt” the work in Bruxelles as a com- 
mon missionary project for the next three 
years. American, British, Danish, Nor- 
wegian and Swedish missionaries to Bel- 
gian Congo all have to spend some time 
in Bruxelles in order to study, and a 
church home for them is greatly to be de- 
sired. 

The plan is now to rent a place in which 
to worship and to underwrite necessary 
support for the struggling church for the 
next three years. 


“Freedom” Promised to 
Hungarian Churches 

Immediately on the heels of word reach- 
ing Baptist World Alliance that Baptist 
churches in Hungary have resumed serv- 
ices following political unrest in that 
country (THE Baptist Wortp, February 
1957), Religious News Service reports 
the new Hungarian Communist govern- 
ment has assured “full freedom to the 
churches.” 

But the statement stressed also: “The 
government expects loyalty from the heads 
of the churches. It does not tolerate that 


any of the churches place itself at the 


disposal of reaction. . . It is determined 
not to permit any church dignitaries to 
misuse their position for political or 
counter-revolutionary aims.” 


United European Effort 
Boosts Mission Work 


The European Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society was organized three years ago. It 
channels the foreign missionary efforts of 
Baptists in at least seven countries: 
France, Switzerland, Italy, Germany, Yugo- 
slavia, Hungary, and Spain. 

The missionary field of this Society is 
in French Cameroun, West Africa, but 
other fields also are being considered, as 
in Latin America. A French and a Ger- 
man couple have already been sent to 
Africa. A Finnish couple is soon to follow. 

British, Swedish, Norwegian and Danish 
Baptists have had their own missionary 
work over-seas for many years. But for 
Baptists of other European countries the 
new society provides a most welcome way 
to pool resources. 
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Baptist Scholar Honored 
By Oxford University 


Oxford University has conferred on Dr. 
H. H. Rowley, professor of Hebrew Lan- 
guage and Literature of Manchester Uni- 
versity and vice-president of the Baptist 
Union, the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. It is the first time a British 
Baptist has been honored in this way by 
the University. The ceremony took place 
in the Divinity Schools, a seventeenth cen- 
tury building, the carved, vaulted roof of 
which is said to be among the finest in 
Europe. 

Commendation of Dr. Rowley was read 
by the public orator in Latin, and is trans- 
lated in part by The Baptist Times as 
follows: 

“This leading scholar and leading Bap- 
tist received his education in many places 


—at Leicester and Bristol as a boy, and 
at Oxford later on; and he sowed the 
seeds of learning in places not less nu- 
merous—in Somerset as a minister, or in 
China, a whole world away, now as a mis- 
sionary, and now as a promoter of Old 
Testament study in . . . Shantung . 

in South Wales and in the North... . 
Tireless in acquiring new knowledge, he 
is among the foremost of those who make 
a scholarly approach to the problems of 
theology . . . and none is kinder than he 
in meeting the difficulties of pupils, col- 
leagues, compatriots and foreigners, and 
making provision for their studies.” 


Home Fund Exceeds Goal 


There was celebration in Britain when 
Dr. Ernest A. Payne announced in The 
Baptist Times that churches of the Bap- 
tist Union of Great Britain and Ireland 


Bo Sa ee eo NOI a Se a 
BAPTIST REFUGEES—This Hungarian family is among the first group 
of refugees from recent fighting in Hungary to join a Baptist church in the 


U. S. A. The father Menyha’rt Miklos is at left. 
8; Ilona, 13; Mrs. Miklos, and Mariana, 3!. 


Next in line are Istvan, 
They have joined Trinity 


Baptist Church, San Antonio, Texas, where the Rev. W. S. McBirnie is 


pastor. 


The church has offered to find employment for Miklos, a former 


Budapest merchant whose father is a Baptist minister.—(Baptist Press.) 
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gave a 1956 record total of £63,410 ($177,- 
548) to the denomination Home Work 
Fund, “thus passing by £2,410 the target 
of £61,000 for which in November 1955 
the Baptist Union Council felt bound to 
ask in order to meet its existing obliga- 
tions and to increase the standard minis- 
terial stipend to £400 ($1,120) per an- 
num.” It is an increase of £7,658 ($21,- 
442) over the amount contributed in 1955. 


Dr. Payne Nominated 


Dr. Ernest A. Payne has been nominated 
as vice-moderator of the Free Church 
Federal Council in Great Britain. Dr. 
Payne, who, as_ vice-moderator, would 
automatically take office in March 1958 
as moderator of the council, is the general 
secretary of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland and vice-chairman of 
the Central Committee of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


European Baptists Will Meet 
in Berlin in 1958 


The European Baptist Congress is 
scheduled for July 26-31, 1958, in Berlin. 
The Executive Committee of the General 
Council of the European Baptist Federa- 
tion will meet on July 24. The Council 
itself will congregate on July 25. 

The Congress will have an opening ses- 
sion in the Eastern sector of Berlin on 
Saturday, July 26, and another in the 
Western sector on Sunday, July 27. Other 
sessions will be held in the Eastern sector 
on July 28 and 30, and in the Western 
sector on July 29 and 31. 

General theme for the Congress is taken 
from II Corinthians. 9:8, “God is able to 
make all grace abound toward you.” 


Rees Slates Bible Campaigns 


Tom Rees, termed the pioneer of mass 
evangelistic campaigns in post-war Brit- 
ain, is conducting six simultaneous nine- 
day Evangelistic Bible Campaigns in as 
many British cities. 

The emphasis will include teaching as 
well as evangelism. “The message re- 
mains the same, but the method must be 
adapted to meet the needs of modern 
life,” Rees said. 

Rallies will be held once each week 
over the nine-week period in London, Bed- 
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ford, Carlisle, Westminster, Falkirk, and 
Edinburgh. Local committees did_pre- 
paratory work in each location. 


Latin America 
Mexican Revivals Planned 


Twenty-five Baptist churches and mis- 
sions in three neighboring cities of Mexico 
will engage in a simultaneous evangelistic 
campaign April 14-21. The cities are 
Torreon with a population of 150,000, 
Gomez Palacio with 65,000, and Lerdo 
with 15,000. 

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board (USA) reports that special commit- 
tees have been planning the revivals for 
some time, and a giant rally for young 
people of the area was held in Torreon 
in February. Pastors and students from 
the Baptist Theological Seminary at Tor- 
reon will join members of the local 
churches in a home visitation program 
during the campaign. 


Persecution in Mexico 


A mob of 200 to 300 people reportedly 
led by priests attacked the Mexican Bap- 
tist goodwill center in the suburban town 
of Zapapopam, Jalisco, near Guadalajara, 
last October 29, and forced the two fam- 
ilies living in the mission to flee for 
their lives. For the next several days 
mobs formed and threatened other be- 
lievers, until services and classes had to 
be suspended temporarily. 

“In the meantime,” says a report in 
the Mexican Visitor, “we are visiting in 
the homes of thé believers and sympathiz- 
ers to encourage them to be faithful. Only 
one who has had the experience can know 
how trying it is to have groups of fanatical 
people threatening day and night. For 
two weeks one of the leading laymen in 
the mission has not been able to go to his 
work and leave his family alone.” 


Persecutions Continue 


Missions, publication of the American 


Baptist Convention, reports that “since 
1948, 78 Protestants have been killed in 
Bolivia because of their faith.” 
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“Twilight—Not Night” Is the Status of 


Christianity in Communist China-—Giedt 


Christianity is so deep-rooted in Com- 
munist China that it probably will con- 
tinue there under indigenous leadership, 
despite the fact all Protestant mission- 
aries and all but about a dozen Roman 
Catholic missionaries have been expelled. 

Such is the thought of Emmanuel H. 
Giedt, retired American Baptist mission- 
ary to China, writing in the 1957 Annual 
of the North American Baptist General 
Conference. He believes that what ap- 
pears to be night there is only twilight— 
“only the temporary darkness preceding 
a new dawn.” 

Less optimistically, however, Dr. Giedt 
sees “no sound basis for the hope that 
organized foreign missions will ever be 
resumed in China, though perhaps the 
Communist regime may relax its policy 
of excluding all missionaries to the extent 
of admitting “a few foreign specialists 
in various departments of religion.” 

Despite these problems, he continues, 
“even the cloud of loss of costly mission 
institutions (to the Communists) has a 
silver living. The institutions had already 
served their purpose of training thou- 
sands of able Christian teachers, doctors, 
nurses, technicians and other personnel 
in all walks of life.” Many of these re- 
mained in China and others will return. 
Time will prove, Dr. Giedt believes, that 
Christianity “not only survived in China” 
but “will come through stronger than 
ever.” 


Japanese Christians to Visit China 


Eleven Japanese Protestant leaders, 
including the Rev. Kioki Yuya, chairman 
of the Japan Baptist Convention, are 
scheduled to leave Tokyo April 23 for a 
month’s goodwill tour of Communist 
China. 

They will make the visit at the invita- 
tion of Dr. Y. T. Wu, chairman of the 
Church of Christ in China and of the so- 
called “Three-self Reformer Committee” 
(self-administration, self-support and self- 
propagation of the Gospel). 

“T understand that the tour has no 
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Asia 


political meaning,” said the Rev. Takeshi 
Muto, moderator of the International Re- 
lations Committee of the United Church 
of Christ in Japan. 


Freedom Gained 


A former Southern Baptist (USA) 
missionary and her Chinese husband have 
gained freedom from Communist China 
and arrived recently in Hong Kong. She 
is Mrs. Juanita Byrd Huang, who went 
to China in 1929 to teach in University 
of Shanghai. She married a Chinese 
business man in 1946 and resigned her 
mission work. Now 53 years of age, she 
said she has been free to leave Communist 
China for 18 months but chose to remain 
until after her husband also gained a 
safe exit from the country. 

She had lost her job at the University 
of Shanghai and St. John’s University 
when these schools were “reorganized” 
by the Communists. She said however 
that she had never been imprisoned and 
that she continued her missionary work 
without interruption until her marriage. 


Bible Classes in Taiwan 


Young people in the high schools and 
the Agricultural College at Taichung, 
Taiwan (Formosa), are coming to the 
home of Southern Baptist missionaries 
three or four times each week for re- 
treats, conferences, and English Bible 
classes. Miss Lorene Tilford and Miss 
Mary Sampson, the missionaries, also 
serve on the faculty of the college where 
1,200 youth are enrolled. 

Miss Tilford reports there are now 16 
organized Baptist churches on the island, 
with a total church membership of 4,586 
and a Sunday school enrolment of 5,771. 
Two new Chinese pastors have been or- 
dained, making three churches with Chi- 
nese pastors. 
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1,500 Baptists in Ceylon 


Recent claims that Buddhism is becom- 
ing the national religion of Ceylon has 
focused attention upon the Christian 
strength of that island off the coast of 
India. The Baptist Missionary Society 
has been at work there since 1812. There 
are 31 Baptist churches in Ceylon, with 
23 ministers, a communicant membership 
of 1,500, and a total Baptist community 
of 5,000. There are two Presbyterian 
ministers and a communicant membership 
of 750. Methodists list 11,500 communi- 
cant members, and Anglicans 19,000. The 
Roman Catholic Church has 600,000 mem- 
bers. There are about 8 million Budd- 
hists. 


Miss Mather To Japan 


Miss Juliette Mather, who has led 
Southern Baptist women (USA) in mis- 
sion study and mission activity for 35 
years, has resigned as editorial secretary 
of the Southern Baptist Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Union, to practice what she has 
preached. 

She sailed March 15 for Japan, to begin 
work at once teaching English language 
in the Japanese Baptist school for boys at 
Fukuoka. 


Hospital in Indonesia 


Southern Baptists (USA) have opened 
the first unit of a hospital at Kediri, In- 
donesia. Other buildings are underway. 
A limited medical staff has been operating 
clinics in the area for two years, and dur- 


| 


Christian Hope Midst Nation Unrest 


ing 1956 saw more than 10,000 different 
patients. 

“Our evangelistic work is nearly two 
years old”, writes Dr. Kathleen Jones, 
and we have two chapels with worship 
service, Sunday school and training union 
in each one. Interest continues and there 
are professions almost every week. More 
than 80 are awaiting baptism. 


Africa 
Dr. Jernagin Attends 
Ghana Ceremonies 


Dr. William H. Jernagin, a member of 
the BWA Executive Committee and _ the 
BWA Youth Committee and a foremost 
Negro religious leader in the United 
States, attended ceremonies marking the 
birth of the new nation, Ghana, on 


Africa’s Gold Coast. 


The minister, who at 87 is pastor of the f 


Mount Carmel Baptist church in Wash- 
ington, D. C., presented Prime Minister 
Kwame Nkrumah a plaque praising him 
for his leadership in securing Ghana’s 
independence. The presentation was on 
behalf of the National Fraternal Council 
of Churches, for which he serves as chair- 
man of the executive board. 

Dr. Jernagin was accompanied by Mrs. 
Jernagin on what was his 24th trip across 
the Atlantic. 

In America, the Negro leader also is 
president of the National Sunday School 
and Baptist Training Union Congress and 


% © 


Unrest seems to be the order of the day in Indonesia. It is comforting to know 
there are young people studying for the Baptist ministry at the seminary at Semarang 
—that missionaries are continuing to learn the language and culture of the Indonesians 
at the language school at Bandung—that thousands of Indonesians are being treated 
at the Baptist hospital at Kederi—and that thousands are hearing the gospel of Christ 
through the Baptist missions in a number of cities and villages throughout Indonesia. 

We can be thankful for the door which opened six or eight years ago, for the leader- 
ship of the Lord in taking Dr. and Mrs. W. B. Johnson down to Djakarta, and for His 
calling 35 or 40 missionaries to that promising land where the missionaries say that 
the people are more responsive to the gospel than any place they know. 

In these uncertain times no one knows how long any missionary door will stay open. 
It behooves us all the more to work the works of Him who sent us while it is yet day, 


for the night cometh when no man can work. 
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—Rosert S. Denny 
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a member of the executive committee of 
the National Council of Churches. 


Sunday School Conference 


The Nigerian Baptist brings a report 
of an All-Africa Sunday School Confer- 
ence held last August 6-25 in the beauti- 
ful hills of Old Umtali, Southern Rhode- 
sia. Twenty-seven delegates represent- 
ing 15 countries and more than 100 church 
bodies attended for discussions of an in- 
digenous Sunday School curriculum to 
meet the needs of the African people. 

“Since Bible has been taught in mission 
day schools through the years, many have 
felt little or no need for Sunday school 
—forgetting the masses of children and 
young people who never go to school,” 
the paper reported. “Now that govern- 
ments are fast taking over day schools, 
church bodies are beginning to realize 
that... emphasis must be put upon 
Christian education in the church. Real- 
| izing the Sunday school is the greatest 
teaching agency of the church, it is to 
that organization they turn.” 

Dr. T. G. Dunning of London, the Rev. 
Nelson Chappel of Canada and New 
York, and the Rev. Derrick Cuthbert of 
South Africa were among conference lead- 
ers. 


Cameroun Baptists Meet 
National Development 


The Union of Baptist Churches of Cam- 
eroun held its annual meeting in Donala 
at the end of January. The Rev. Paul 
Mbende writes: 

“The reports showed us how necessary 
it is for us to remain firm and vigilant in 
our faith and in our witness, face to face 
with the political developments in our 
country. Cameroun is in the process of 
establishing new organs with a view to in- 
dependence, and this provokes some stir. 
At the same time our churches are becom- 
ing autonomous vis-a-vis the Paris Mission 
Society. The “mission” disappears as such, 
but keeps its missionaries, who place them- 
selves at the service of the churches, into 
which they have become integrated.” 

At the head of the Union there is a 
committee of 17. Pastor Paul Mbende 
was elected president, and Pastor Maurice 
Yom vice-president. Secretaries are Pas- 
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Introducing 
the Executive 
Committee: 


Duke K. McCall 


The Rev. Duke Kimbrough McCall was 
one of 12 Executive Committee members 
first elected at the Copenhagen Congress 
in 1947. Dr. McCall is a graduate of 
Furman University, Greenville, South 
Carolina, and the Southern Baptist The- 
ological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, 
where he earned a doctor’s degree. Uni- 
versities have since conferred honorary 
degrees upon him. 

Dr. McCall has led a unique career of 
service within his denomination. At the 
age of 25 he became pastor of Louis- 
ville’s historical Broadway Baptist Church. 
Three years later—in 1943—he was 
elected president of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Another three 
years later he was called to serve the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention as Executive Secretary. 
In 1951 he became the president of South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Louisville, following illustrious predeces- 
sors: Boyce, Broadus, Whitsett, Mullins 
(president of the BWA 1923-28), Sampey 
and Fuller. 

Young McCall’s first contact with Bap- 
tist World Alliance work came about in 
1931, when he attended the first Interna- 
tional Baptist Youth Conference, in 
Prague, Czechoslovakia, a meeting ar- 
ranged by youth leaders T. G. Dunning 
and Frank Leavell. His first World Con- 
gress was the one held in Atlanta, Georgia, 
in 1939. At the Cleveland Congress he 
addressed a plenary session on the topic, 
“Mobilizing Our Resources.” He served 
as chairman of the business committee at 
the Jubilee Congress in London, 1955. 


tor Francois Ndongue (who attended the 
London Congress in 1955) and Missionary 
Maurice Farelly (who attended the Con- 
gress in Cleveland in 1950). 
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“We had,” writes Mr. Mbende, “the joy 
of having with us Pastor Henri Vincent, 
president of the Federation of Baptist 
Churches in France. He took part in 
our work, brought us greetings from the 
Baptist churches of France, of Europe 
and of the world, and gave the sermon 
at the service where three new ministers 
were ordained. We greatly valued his 
visit and thank God for having permitted 
i 

“Please transmit to all Baptists around 
the world our brotherly greetings.” 


Visa Denied Dr. Carpenter 


The South African government has de- 
nied a visa to Dr. George W. Carpenter, 
a Baptist, in connection with his plan 
to visit the country as Africa secretary 
of the International Missionary Council 
of New York. 

No explanation was issued by govern- 
ment authorities. Dr. Carpenter had criti- 
cized working conditions for Negroes in 
South African mines following his visit 
there in 1954. 

A former Baptist missionary to the 
Belgian Congo, Dr. Carpenter was to have 
headed an IMC Secretariat on a March 
tour of South Africa. The Church Coun- 
cil of South African expressed “profound 
sorrow” that the church leaders there 
would be deprived of the opportunity to 
consult with Dr. Carpenter. 


North America 


Boost to World Missions 


The Southern Baptist Convention 
(USA) launched its World Missions 
Year by sending a check for $2,241,253 
to its Foreign Mission Board. This is 
the largest single check ever sent to one 
agency in the history of the denomination 
and represented Christmas giving in the 
denomination’s annual “Lottie Moon” of- 
fering for foreign missions. 

The Convention has set aside 1957 as 
a year for special concentration on its 
mission work in the United States, Alaska, 
Hawaii, and about 50 foreign countries. 
Part of the record-breaking check will be 
used to increase the number of churches 
in mission fields. 
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Stassen Asks for 100,000 
Sunday School Teachers 


A call for 100,000 “qualified” young 
people to volunteer within the next year 
as Sunday school teachers was sounded 
by Harold E. Stassen, Baptist lay leader 
and special assistant to President Eisen- 
hower on disarmament problems. 

Stassen, addressing the National Coun- 
cil of Churches’ Division of Christian 
Education, declared that “religious edu- 
cation takes on ever greater importance 
with the great expansion of the child 
population of America. As the nation 
moves toward tomorrow it will be directed 
by the religious and moral education of 
today.” 

Then he said: 


“There is always a shortage of good 
Sunday school teachers. There is nothing 
better for young people, college graduates, 
and those in their 20’s and 30’s than to 
volunteer for this necessary job.” 


Seminary Plans Expansion 


Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
of which Dr. Charles W. Koller is presi- 
dent, is seeking money for a $1,250,000 
development program. The goal is to 
have a completely redeveloped campus by 
1963, the seminary’s 50th anniversary. 
Plans include a new chapel, a new ad- 


ministration building, and several apart- | 


ment buildings. Enrollment capacity 
would be increased from a present 350 to 
500. The faculty size and salary level 
also will be increased. 


Southern Baptists Gain 


Southern Baptist churches (USA) re- 
ported a total membership of 8,708,823 
at the close of 1956, a gain of 234,082 
over 1955, J. P. Edmunds, the denomina- 
tion’s statistics secretary, revealed. 

There were 457 new churches reported, 
raising the total number of congregations 
to 30,834, of which almost half are in the 
“open country.” The churches reported 
384,627 baptisms during the year. Total 
gifts were $372,136,675 (more than a 
million dollars a day) of which $64.- 
954,516 went to mission causes. 

Edmunds said that since 1946, church 
membership in the Southern Baptist Con- 
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Evangelist Graham Gives Preaching Advice 


Speaking to a mid-year graduating class at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky, Evangelist Billy Graham offered four points of advice in preaching: 


“1. Be authoritative in your preaching. 


Unless the church becomes authoritative 


I predict there will be a tremendous turning away from the church in the next gen- 


eration. 


“2. Make your message one of simplicity. Remember your congregation has not had 


the privilege of several years at the seminary. 
Someone has said ministers are answering questions 


“3. Make your message relevant. 
from the pulpit that nobody is asking. 


“4. Make your message decisive. Urge men to make a decision for Christ.” 

Graham is making preparation for an evangelistic crusade in the 18,000-seat Madison 
Square Garden in New York City beginning May 15. The tentative period is set for 
from six to eight weeks but the committee holds an option on the garden for a five- 


month period. 


vention has increased 43.3 per cent. The 
convention has cooperating churches in 
42 of the nation’s 48 states, Alaska and 
Hawaii. 


Tuller Succeeds Johnson 


The Rev. Edwin H. Tuller, executive 
secretary of the Massachusetts Baptist 
Convention, has been elected general di- 
rector of the Council on Missionary Coop- 
eration of the American Baptist Conven- 


tion and associate general secretary of the 


convention. He will succeed the Rev. Dr. 
Ralph M. Johnson who leaves next June 
to become president of the Berkeley 
(California) Baptist Divinity School. 

Mr. Tuller received his education at 
Brown University, Colgate Rochester 
Divinity School, and La Faculte de The- 
ologie Protestante in Paris, France. He 
served Connecticut Baptists before going 
to Massachusetts two years ago. 


Cleveland Aids Refugees 


The Cleveland Baptist Association has 
launched a program to bring at least 350 
refugee families to the United States 
within the coming year. The Rev. Danila 
Pascu, minister of the Romanian Baptist 
church in Cleveland, said that attention 
will be centered on refugees living in 
Paris, including Serbians, Romanians, 
Lithuanians, Estonians and Latvians. The 
program has the support of all Baptist 
churches in the Cleveland area, according 
to Dr. Angus C. Hull, executive secretary 
of the association. 
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Evangelism Leaders Meet 


Evangelism secretaries of four major 
United States Baptist bodies met in Wash- 
ington recently to discuss a cooperative 
five-year program to win souls to Christ. 
Their efforts will be a major part of the 
Baptist Jubilee Advance program, 1959- 
64, concluding with celebration of the 
150th anniversary of organized Baptist 
work on a national scale in North Amer- 
ica. At least seven major Baptist con- 
ventions in the United States are expected 
to participate in the program. 


Canada Baptists Number 151,733 


The 1,317 churches cooperating with 
the Baptist Federation of Canada have 
151,733 members under the leadership of 
814 ministers, The Canadian Baptist re- 
ports. The BFC is made up of the United 
Baptist Convention of the Maritime Prov- 
inces, the Baptist Convention of Ontario 
and Quebec, and the Baptist Union of 
Western Canada. These churches re- 
ported 3,473 baptisms last year, and the 
raising of $1,277,693 for missions and 
$6,927,794 for all general purposes. 


Sunday Paper Protested 


Plans of the Toronto Telegram, news- 
paper, to begin publication of a Sunday 
edition—the first Sunday newspaper in 
Central Canada—has drawn a fire of pro- 
tests from Canadian churchmen, includ- 
ing The Canadian Baptist, official pub- 
lication of the Baptist Convention of 
Ontario and Quebec and the Baptist Union 
of Western Canada. 
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Women to Meet 


The Third Assembly of the 
North American Women’s Union 
of the Baptist World Alliance 
will meet at Toronto, Canada, 
November 5-7, 1957. Reserva- 
tions (with a $2.00 reservation 
fee) should be sent immediately 
to Mrs. R. L. Mathis, Baylor Uni- 
versity, Waco, Texas. 


Canadian law, under its Lord’s Day Act, 
would be “flouted” by truckers, delivery 


boys and salesmen in their distribution 
and sale of the paper on Sunday, church 
leaders said. 


Bethel College is 86 


Bethel College and Seminary at St. 
Paul, Minnesota, is in its 86th year of 
service to the Baptist General Conference 
of America. It has 604 students and 86 
faculty and staff members. Ground break- 
ing ceremonies were held recently for two 
residences. The school is seeking $350,000 
to obtain residence additions. 


Youth Work in Jamaica 


The youth department of the Jamaica 
Baptist Union is “quite an active and 
vigorous affair,” the Rev. Keith Tucker, 
president of Calabar Theological College 
at Half Way Tree P.O., Jamaica, re- 
ports. 

Plans already are being considered for 
sending delegates to the Baptist Youth 
World Congress in 1958, he wrote Robert 
S. Denny, youth secretary of the Baptist 
World Alliance. 

Miss Doris Morant is chairman of the 
Jamaica Baptist youth department and 
Mrs. Keith Tucker is secretary. 


LETTERS 
Dear Sir: 


It will surely interest you to know 
that I have been richly blessed by the 
copies of The Baptist World that you send 
to me always. The reading of each copy 
takes me over the world. 

S. A. Kayode 
Ibadan, Nigeria. 


Dear Sir: 


I enclose a postal order to cover my 
subscription to The Baptist World. 

May this international newspaper pros- 
per during the coming years; it is cer- 
tainly a good guide to what is happening 
to Baptists in all parts of the world. You 
have enlarged its size considerably; I hope 
to see its size doubled again during the 
coming year. Even if its price were 
trebled it would still be an exceptionally 
good value for the money. 

D. L. Barber 
Cambridge, England. 


Dear Sir: 


I would like to ask you for permission 
of constant inserting of the informations 
of The Baptist World on pages of Slowo 
Prawdy, the monthly periodical of Polish 
Baptists. 

Zdzislaw Pawlik 
Lodz, Poland. 


The Editors of THe Baptist Wor xD are 
most happy when its items are used by 
other editors. Our purpose is to inform 
all the people of the work of Baptist 
brethren everywhere, and reprints of these 
items in other papers certainly contribute 
to the success of that goal. 





